Fourth Sunday of Advent
20 December 2020
First reading: A reading from the second book of Samuel. (2 Sam 7:1-5,8-16)
Your House and your sovereignty will always stand secure before me
Once David had settled into his house and the Lord had given him rest from all
the enemies surrounding him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘Look, I am
living in a house of cedar while the ark of God dwells in a tent.’ Nathan said to
the king, ‘Go and do all that is in your mind, for the Lord is with you.’
But that very night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: ‘Go and tell my servant
David, “Thus the Lord speaks: Are you the man to build me a house to dwell in?
I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be leader of my people
Israel; I have been with you on all your expeditions; I have cut off all your
enemies before you. I will give you fame as great as the fame of the greatest on
earth. I will provide a place for my people Israel; I will plant them there and they
shall dwell in that place and never be disturbed again; nor shall the wicked
continue to oppress them as they did, in the days when I appointed judges over
my people Israel; I will give them rest from all their enemies. The Lord will make
you great; the Lord will make you a House. And when your days are ended and
you are laid to rest with your ancestors, I will preserve the offspring of your body
after you and make his sovereignty secure. I will be a father to him and he a son
to me; if he does evil, I will punish him with the rod such as men use, with strokes
such as mankind gives. Your House and your sovereignty will always stand
secure before me and your throne be established for ever.”’
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm 88(89):2-5,27,29
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord.
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth.
Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever,
that your truth is firmly established as the heavens.
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord.
‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn to David my servant:
I will establish your dynasty for ever
and set up your throne through all ages.
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord.

‘He will say to me: “You are my father, my God, the rock who saves me.”
I will keep my love for him always; with him my covenant shall last.’
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord.
Second reading: A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans.
The mystery is revealed that was kept secret for endless ages
(Rom 16:25-27)
Glory to him who is able to give you the strength to live according to the Good
News I preach, and in which I proclaim Jesus Christ, the revelation of a mystery
kept secret for endless ages, but now so clear that it must be broadcast to pagans
everywhere to bring them to the obedience of faith. This is only what scripture
has predicted, and it is all part of the way the eternal God wants things to be. He
alone is wisdom; give glory therefore to him through Jesus Christ for ever and
ever. Amen.
The word of the Lord.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the handmaid of the Lord:
let what you have said be done to me.
Alleluia!
Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
'I am the handmaid of the Lord'

(Lk 1:26-38)

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin’s
name was Mary. He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly favoured! The
Lord is with you.’ She was deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself
what this greeting could mean, but the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not be afraid;
you have won God’s favour. Listen! You are to conceive and bear a son, and you
must name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High.
The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David; he will rule over
the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will have no end.’ Mary said to the
angel, ‘But how can this come about, since I am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will
come upon you’ the angel answered ‘and the power of the Most High will cover
you with its shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be called Son of God.
Know this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age, herself conceived
a son, and she whom people called barren is now in her sixth month, for nothing
is impossible to God.’ ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord,’ said Mary ‘let what you
have said be done to me.’ And the angel left her.
The Gospel of the Lord.

The Nativity of the Lord
25 December 2020
First reading: A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
A Son is given to us

(Is 9:1-7)

The people that walked in darkness has seen a great light;
on those who live in a land of deep shadow a light has shone.
You have made their gladness greater, you have made their joy increase;
they rejoice in your presence as men rejoice at harvest time,
as men are happy when they are dividing the spoils.
For the yoke that was weighing on him, the bar across his shoulders,
the rod of his oppressor, these you break as on the day of Midian.
For all the footgear of battle, every cloak rolled in blood,
is burnt, and consumed by fire.
For there is a child born for us, a son given to us
and dominion is laid on his shoulders;
and this is the name they give him: Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God,
Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace.
Wide is his dominion in a peace that has no end,
for the throne of David and for his royal power,
which he establishes and makes secure in justice and integrity.
From this time onwards and for ever,
the jealous love of the Lord of Hosts will do this.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm 95(96):1-3,11-13
Today a saviour has been born to us: he is Christ the Lord.
O sing a new song to the Lord, sing to the Lord all the earth.
O sing to the Lord, bless his name.
Today a saviour has been born to us: he is Christ the Lord.
Proclaim his help day by day, tell among the nations his glory
and his wonders among all the peoples.
Today a saviour has been born to us: he is Christ the Lord.
Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad,
let the sea and all within it thunder praise,
let the land and all it bears rejoice,
all the trees of the wood shout for joy

at the presence of the Lord for he comes,
he comes to rule the earth.
Today a saviour has been born to us: he is Christ the Lord.
With justice he will rule the world,
he will judge the peoples with his truth.
Today a saviour has been born to us: he is Christ the Lord.
Second reading: A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus. (Titus 2:11-14)
God's grace has been revealed to the whole human race
God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made salvation possible for the whole
human race and taught us that what we have to do is to give up everything that
does not lead to God, and all our worldly ambitions; we must be self-restrained
and live good and religious lives here in this present world, while we are waiting
in hope for the blessing which will come with the Appearing of the glory of our
great God and saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in order to set us
free from all wickedness and to purify a people so that it could be his very own
and would have no ambition except to do good.
The word of the Lord.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
I bring you news of great joy:
today a saviour has been born to us, Christ the Lord.
Alleluia!
Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
'In the town of David, a saviour has been born to you'

(Lk 2:1-14)

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole world to be taken. This
census – the first – took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria, and
everyone went to his own town to be registered. So Joseph set out from the town
of Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to Judaea, to the town of David called
Bethlehem, since he was of David’s House and line, in order to be registered
together with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While they were there the
time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to a son, her first born.
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger because there
was no room for them at the inn.
In the countryside close by there were shepherds who lived in the fields and took
it in turns to watch their flocks during the night. The angel of the Lord appeared

to them and the glory of the Lord shone round them. They were terrified, but the
angel said, ‘Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be
shared by the whole people. Today in the town of David a saviour has been born
to you; he is Christ the Lord. And here is a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly with the
angel there was a great throng of the heavenly host, praising God and singing:
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and peace to men who enjoy his favour.’
The Gospel of the Lord.

